
THE
SCHOOL COMMUNITY
JOURNAL

Fall/Winter 2004
Volume 14,  Number 2 

Academic Development Institute



ISSN 1059-308X

© 2004 e Academic Development Institute

Business and Editorial Office

e School Community Journal
121 N. Kickapoo Street
Lincoln, IL  62656
Phone:  217-732-6462, ext. 30
Fax:  217-732-3696
E-mail:  editor@adi.org

Editorial Policy and Procedure

e School Community Journal is committed to scholarly inquiry, discussion, and reportage 
of topics related to the community of the school.  Manuscripts are considered in four categories:  
(1)research (original, review, and interpretation), (2) essay and discussion, (3) reports from the 
field, including descriptions of programs, and (4) book reviews.  e journal follows the format 
suggested in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Fifth Edition.

Contributors should send two copies of the manuscript; an abstract of no more than 250 
words; key word list; a one paragraph description of the author; and a phone number, fax number, 
and e-mail address where the author can be reached to: 

Editor, e School Community Journal
121 N. Kickapoo St.
Lincoln, Illinois  62656

Please include a copy of the manuscript on diskette (in Word if possible, APA format with 
titles italicized) OR send an electronic copy as an e-mail attachment to editor@adi.org.  e cover 
letter should state that the work is not under simultaneous consideration by other publication 
sources.  Manuscripts are returned only if accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

As a refereed journal, all submissions undergo a blind peer review as part of the selection 
process. erefore, please include the author’s description and other identifying information on 
a separate page and in a separate electronic file.

Subscription to e School Community Journal
e School Community Journal is published twice annually—fall/winter and spring/summer. 

An individual subscription for one year is $22. Library subscription is $52.  Discounts are avail-
able for two year subscriptions. Outside the U.S., add $10 per year.  Single copies are available 
for $12, including shipping and handling charges.  To subscribe, call 217-732-6462, ext. 30, or 
send mailing information and subscription fee to:

Subscription Office
e School Community Journal
121 N. Kickapoo Street
Lincoln, IL  62656  



New Evidence that Tutoring with Community Volunteers 7
Can Help Middle School Students  Improve their 
Academic Achievement

Anna Allen and Nancy Feyl Chavkin

School Social Workers and Urban Education Reform with 19
African American Children and Youth: Realities, Advocacy, 
and Strategies for Change

Martell Teasley

Getting Students to School: Using Family and Community 39
 Involvement to Reduce Chronic Absenteeism

Steven B. Sheldon and Joyce L. Epstein

Home-School Relations and the Construction of Racial and  57
Ethnic Identity of Hmong Elementary Students

Susan Matoba Adler

Worldviews of One Mixed Heritage Family in an Urban Middle  77
School:  An Ethnographic Study

Jianzhong Xu

Bringing Together School and Family: Lessons from a  105
Brazilian Experience

Aline Maria de Medeiros Rodrigues Reali and 
Regina Maria Simões Puccinelli Tancredi

PASSport to Success: An Examination of a Parent Education  131
Program

A.Y. “Fred” Ramirez

Book Review—Building Relationships: Comer’s Plan to Assure 153
We Leave No Child Behind

Frances K. Kochan

Contents



Requests for Manuscripts

e School Community Journal publishes a mix of:
(1)  research (original, review, and interpretation)
(2)  essay and discussion, 
(3)  reports from the field, including descriptions of programs, and
(4)  book reviews.
e journal seeks manuscripts from scholars, administrators, teachers, school board mem-

bers, parents, and others interested in the school as a community.  Please see editorial policy on 
page 2 for submission information.

Editorial Review Board

Ji-Hi Bae
Sungshin Women’s University
Seoul, Korea

Alison Carr-Chellman
Penn State University
University Park, Pennsylvania

Susan DeMoss
Parent, Former School Administrator
Bartlesville, Oklahoma

Karen Estep
Lincoln Christian College
Lincoln, Illinois

Karen Guskin
Parents as Teachers National Center
St. Louis, Missouri

Pam Kay
University of Vermont
Burlington, Vermont

Frances Kochan
Auburn University
Auburn University, Alabama

Pamela Loughner
Training and Development Consultant
Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania

Oliver Moles
Education Research Analyst
Rockville, Maryland

Reatha Owen
Academic Development Institute
Lincoln, Illinois

Eva Patrikakou
Collaborative for Academic, Social,
 and Emotional Learning
Chicago, Illinois

Constance Perry
University of Maine
Orono, Maine

Timothy Quezada
El Paso Community College
El Paso, Texas

A. Y. “Fred” Ramirez
California State University
Fullerton, California

Cynthia J. Reed
Truman Pierce Institute
Auburn, Alabama

Lee Shumow
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, Illinois

omas Ryan
Superintendent, District 168
Sauk Village, Illinois



Editor’s Comments

is issue of e School Community Journal begins with an article by Allen and Chavkin 
that holds out much hope for cash-strapped schools who want to help their students succeed 
at a critical time in their development. Community volunteers provided tutoring to middle 
school students who were failing or at risk of failing classes, cited as a key indicator for dropout 
risks. ey succeeded in improving grades, even though many of the tutors did not have col-
lege training. e authors mention, almost in passing, that “Program managers were primarily 
social workers who helped the tutors understand the academic, social, and emotional needs of 
students” (p. 10). is highlights one example of the pivotal role school social workers can play 
in a school community, which is precisely the subject of our second article.  Teasley gives an 
informative background along with a passionate cry for social workers to stand in the gaps to 
promote healthy school communities. e third article, by Sheldon and Epstein, also looks at 
a major predictor of school dropout—student absenteeism. ey conclude that school, family, 
and community partnership practices can decrease chronic absenteeism.

Next, Adler gives an interesting look into one school community and the challenges they 
face in being sensitive and responsive to a unique cultural group, the Hmong.  She highlights 
the conflicts between the perceptions of various groups within the school community.  Simi-
larly, Xu looks at a unique situation in his case study of a mixed heritage family, but draws 
conclusions that can apply everywhere.  Schools must be sensitive to the unique needs of not 
only various groups within their schools, but the needs and values of individual students and 
families.  Xu, in particular, challenges the assumption that each family speaks with one voice, 
but shows that various situations can elicit a variety of responses, even from an individual.  
Reali and Tancredi, working to connect schools and families in Brazil, also see the challenge of 
a wide variety of situations among students.  ey propose that preservice and inservice educa-
tion can better prepare teachers to foster relationships with families that will promote student 
learning. While so many diverse needs and voices may seem overwhelming, I believe Xu, Adler, 
Reali, and Tancredi would all agree that if a school develops a culture of respect and a commit-
ment to listening, it will go a long way toward developing a sense of community for all their 
students and their families.

e final article is a program report describing a parent education program that focuses on 
promoting student achievement.  Ramirez provides a picture of a successful learning experi-
ence for parents that empowers them to help their children learn.  We conclude this issue with 
a review of James Comer’s latest work, Leave No Child Behind.  According to reviewer Kochan, 
this book is a worthwhile read for everyone interested in helping students thrive within caring 
school communities.

Lori omas, Editor
November, 2004
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